WHAT IT MEANS TO YOU 
TO BE A MEMBER: | 


1. Non-Profit Service. An REA co-op is organ- 
ized for service to its members, not for profit to 
investors. This means service to you at cost. 


2. Consumers Will Own System When Paid For. 
The cost of any electric system, whether owned by 

_a power company or by a co-op, eventually must 
be paid for out of the consumers’ pockets. But in 
‘a co-op, when the consumer-members have once 
paid for the system it belongs to them jointly, and 
they have the benefit of lower rates. 


3. Local Ownership—No Absentee Stockhold- 
ers. An REA co-op is owned and controlled 
locally, by the people who use it, not by absentee 
investors nor by the Government. You members 
elect the directors from ‘among yourselves, and 
the board of directors is responsible to you, the 
members. 


4, No Down Payment to Get Service. You will 
“not have to pay any money, except a small mem- 
bership fee, to get the co-op line built to your 
place. Your co-op is financed with a Government 
loan which it pays back out of the money it col- 
lects for service. 


5. No Personal Liability. Every REA co-op is 
incorporated under State law. No member is per- 
sonally liable for the repayment of any part of the 
Government loan nor for any debt or obligation 
of the co-op. Your property cannot be attached 
to pay the debts of the co-op.. 


6. Democratic Control. Every member has an 

equal vote in the control of the co-op enterprise. 

This is'real democracy. : 
: as 
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OULD you milk a cow twice a day for 7 cents 

a month? Would you be willing to pump 
water on your farm for wages of 2 cents a day? 
Of course not. Yet that is all that electricity will 
cost you to get those jobs done, and to do many 
others, too. 

More than a million American farm families, 
on the lines of REA-financed electric coopera- 
tives, have learned the efficiency of low-priced 
electric power.,, It is speedy, efficient, and eco- 
nomical in hundreds of chores. 

It’s wise policy to use your income-producing 
electrical equipment to pay for electrical home 
comforts. First, get and use time- and labor- 
saving production tools, such as water pumps, 
brooders, milking machines, feed grinders, poul- 
try and stock-tank water heaters. You'll find 
these purchases will not only pay their way, but 
that you can balance them with home appliances 
as you make progressive use of your power as a 
farm tool. 

Here’s One Example 

Here’s how one farm woman, operating a 62- 
acre dairy farm by herself, applied this principle: 
Her first electric purchase after her farm was 
electrified was a large milk cooler. Then she 
bought a double-unit milking machine. These 
two purchases enabled her to more than double 
the number of cows she had been milking and to 
market twice as much milk as before her farm 
was electrified. Now she plans to buy a range, 
refrigerator, and radio out of her dairy’s receipts. 
She’s typical of hundreds of thousands of farmers 
who have put electricity in overalls and find it an 
ideal “hired hand.” 

The above examples are only a very few of the 
ways in which electric service can lift the burden 
of your farm work from you, and increase the 
comfort and convenience of your family’s living. 
There are more than 300 known ways for using 
electricity in the home and on the farm, 


a 


979884 
YOU CAN AFFORD TO 
MAKE FULL USE OF 


Ee i Cli | Electricity | ; 


HECK the list of typical farmstead applica- 
tions of electricity below, and see how 
cheap electric service is. 

Your co-op electric bill will show you how 
many kilowatt-hours of electricity you use each 
month, and the rate at which you are paying for 
them. You will thus be able to figure about how 
much | kilowatt-hour costs you, and how cheaply 
you can operate your equipment. 

Contrast your electric costs with the cost of ice, 


‘ gasoline, oil, kerosene, and plain elbow grease 


(which also takes time) to do the same jobs by 
hand or by other means. You'll be surprised at 
the economy of electricity. 


IN THE FARM HOME KW.-HR. CONSUMPTION 


Clock SS tee ee eae eee 2 per month : 

Coffee maker_.._--..----~.-.---.- 5 per month 

Dish ‘washer. 64 =o eee 2% per month 

Fan (household)__...------------ 2 per month 

Fan (kitchen) 2.2222 Le eee 5 to 8 per month 

Fréeeser io eae tee 125 per month (per 20 cubic-foot box) 

Heater (glowing or radiant)_______ 1 per hour of use 

Heating pad. 254.54 so 3 eee % per hour of use 

House heating (oil burner).___.__- 25 per month 

Iton.(hand)3) 30% 2 eee 5 per month 

Ironing machine______._-_--__-_- 10 per month 

Lighting 2.01. Sone eee ee 20 per month 

Radio co a ee eee 8 per month 

Ranges io 72 ee ee re eee 100 per month 

Refrigerator-_._...--_..-.-.--.-- oe to ye per month (for 8 cubic-foot _ 
OX : 

Roaster: 20 oe eee 40 per month 

Sewing machine_____..-._-__..__- % per month 

‘Voaster®. 32 (2 he eee eee 3 per month 

Vacuum cleaner____-__._----_.._ 2 per month 

Walle fron Se ee eee 2 per month 

Washing machine______.--.._-___ 3 per month 

Water heateris 2. ae ees 240 to 350 per month 


ON THE FARM KW.-HR. CONSUMPTION 


Barn ventilator. = 122-222 oe 21% per cow per month (variable) 
Barn type hay drier___.._-_______ 30 to 80 per ton cured 

Bottle washer________._-_.-__=__ % per 1,000 bottles 

Brooder:.. 23. 2 ee eee ¥Y to 3 per chick raised 

Churn (5-gallon size)___.._-..-___- 1 to 4 per ‘hour of operation 
Clipper (for horse or cow)_.._.-___ Yo per hour 

Concrete mixer__.-._:__.-__- _ \% per cubic yard of concrete 


3 to 7 per 100 bushels ear corn 
V per 1,000 pounds of milk 

1 per 4 gallons heated 

7 per month 

. 1 per ton ensilage 

.. 30 to 50 per month 


Corn sheller__._____ -_ 
Cream separator. ___ 
Dairy water heater 
Electric fence____. 
Ensilage cutter___ 

Farmstead lighting 


Fly sereen or trap________________. 5 per month 

Grain elevator oS ee See 4 per 1,000 bushel 

Grain. grinder 21 - (1s eee 44 to 3 per 100 pounds ground 
Grain, seed cleaner and grader___. 1 per 100 bushels 

Green feed cutter and root shredder. 2 per ton 

Hay baleti 22232 sie eee 2% per ton 

Hay hoist222° 5 3 ee eee lg per ton, 

Hothéd 22) 3) 2a eee 1 per square yard per day. 
Incubator Remedi oA Sc 1 to 4 per 25 eggs set iq 
Irrigation (surface) ___..._.._! $____ 2 to raise an inch of water 10 feet 
Milking machine (portable)..._.__- 1% per cow per month 

Milking machine (pipe line)______- 214 per cow per month 

Milk cooler! 23225 so sia ee 30 per 10 gals. milk daily, per month 
Paint sprayero2 ooo) ea ee 1% per 1,000 square feet 
Poultry house lighting__________.- 6 per 100 birds per month 
Poultry water warmer_____._____- 1 per day 

Sheep shearer 3) eee 2 to shear 100 sheep 

Tool grinder. _________. Spa oc 1 per hour of use 

Ultraviolet lights for poultry__._._ 7 per 100 hens per month 
Utility motor, small 14 horsepower_ 14 per hour of use 

Utility motor, 3 and 3 horsepower_ 1 per horsepower per hour of use 
Water pump (deep well)... = 1\% per 1,000 gallons 

Water pump (shallow well)_.______ 1 per 1,000 gallons 

Wood! sawé 26-2 ean: 2 per cord of wood 


“What’s REA’s | 


& 


‘a Government agency, lends money to 
a to build rural electric lines, and buy 


nd “homes. The money is loaned at low 
rates and paid back over a long period. 


lo.«: i preserves food a8 reduces spoilage. 
| Ips you to market a higher quality product 
ye rat brings higher prices. With this added in- 


2K, 


you. ae Rraiied so long. 


é 


iy te with others in your co-op’s affairs. Members 
ct their own board of directors, which in turn 
ae. an experienced manager to operate the 


When the co-op has paid its debt to the Gov- 
rnment, you and your neighbors own your power 
marern free and clear. 


a Sounds fine, but do these cooperatives 
really work? , 


“ eyo , 
place in the rural power. 


of rural people, mainly cooperatives, to_ 


You, as a member, have an equal voice and 


A. The record speaks for itself. As of April 30, 
1945, the 908 REA borrowers, of whom 835 are 

farmer-owned cooperative systems, had built 418, 
176 miles of line which were serving about 
1,260,000 consumers. And as of March 31, 1945, 
thése 908 borrowers had paid back $90,874,628.17 


to REA. Their loan schedules called for pay- 


ment of only $72,334,787.66 as of that date, so they 
are in good financial shape. 


Q. Some of my neighbors and I tried for years 
to get electricity before REA came along. How 
do we know that the co-op will serve all of us 


now? 
e 


_A. The REA program was set-up for service to all 
_ farm people, not to make money by serving a few. 


REA and its borrowers all over the country follow 
a policy of “area coverage”—of serving all the 
people in a rural area, not just those it is most 
profitable to serve. 


Q. Is “area coverage” good business? 


A. Certainly. Some expenses of running a power 
system are the same no matter how many families 
take the service, and the more families connected 
the smaller each one’s share of these costs will be. 
Besides, a neighborhood is nearly always more 
prosperous if everybody in it has equal oppor- 
tunity with everybody else. By and large, the 
areas still unelectrified are just as good credit 
risks for REA loans as the recently electrified 
areas were 10 years ago. One of the reasons for 
this is a recent amendment to the REA act pro- 
viding lower interest rates and a longer amortiza- 


tion period. 


on r Relies with the rules of the National Board of 
Underwriters. Many rural people who do not plan ahead - fine 
it is often costly to rebuild their wiring system when it become 
inadequacen oO supply their needs. aS ee 
You w ll need competent help in wiripg your farihaend: 
Almost anyone handy with tools can string wires around the = 
piace, but takes a good electrician to install the wiring cole} 
and Bdecuately, If properly danerd your farmstead wi iring should be as safe and efficient in 15 or 20 years — 
as it was the day it was completed. Do not forget ye ae plug-in outlets. You will want one placed along 
the wall in most rooms at least every 20 linear feet of wall space. At no point along the wall should rou 
appliances have to be plugged in more than 10 feet fr m._an outlet. e 
Three good rules to follow in making the best use of your new electric servant are: First, plane your 3 
wiring with vision and foresight; have heavy enough wires and ample circuits to carry your estimated — 
future power load and have a competent electrician do the work; second, before using, have it inspected 
by a competent inspector; third, make certain, by inspection, that any additions that you may makes in ; 


the future on your wiring system are safe and adequa te. ; 
° ri F % > ’ 


® e ee ee 
iz lumbing ps 
HERE is nothing mysterious or difficult about the installa- 
tion of a complete and efficient farm plumbing system. 
Three essentials for it are the water-pressure system, the 
plumbing fixtures, and the sewage system. The wat r-pressure | 
system must be adequate for both present and future needs. It 
includes the automatic electric water pump and pressure tank 
(recommended minimum size is 350 gallons per hour) with 
water pipes extending to the house, barn, poultry house, farm 
shop and other outbuildings, hogpens, yard hydrant 
Be sure to include an extra set of hot-water pipes anc 


hot-water heater in your house installation. a 
The pears fixtures include a kitchen sink, avatory, toilet, tub, or shower}, an extra wash basin 


be made for cutting off the water inte at hee 
if the house is unheated during cold weather, 
House pipes should be placed on inside walls if 
pipes and the pumping part of the pump must be 


weather is ee aa cold over an extended period. @ 
le, or well penal if on outside walls. All outside § 


1A dditional information can be found in Farmers’ Bulletin Noe ‘4 e age and | Garbage Disposal on the Farm, and Farmers’ Bulletin No. 1448, — 
Farmstead Water Supply. Ee : ; 


ELECTRICITY FOR YOU 


AMILIES who are thinking about getting elec- 
tricity should know the answers to certain 
questions, 


They should know something about the organi- 
zation that is to supply them with power. Is it 
dependable? Can they be sure of a satisfactory 
supply of power at low rates? This folder gives 
you information you'll want to have about your 


REA co-op. 


How will you use your new source of power? 
Easy-to-read tables on inside pages give you aver- 
age rates of consumption for dozens of kinds of 
electrical appliances and equipment. When you 
know your local electric rates you can easily figure 
the monthly cost of operating the equipment 
you'll want to use. 


What about farmstead wiring? Plumbing? 
To make safe, full use of electricity you must have 
good wiring. The few tips on wiring on the inside 
pages will be helpful to you. And when you have 
electricity you can plan on getting modern plumb- 
ing. You'll find plumbing tips here well worth 
your attention. 


t 


REA 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
ST. LOUIS 2, MISSOURI 


SEPTEMBER 1945 aN ee 


